
Reading Comprehension Worksheet – “NEDRY” 
 

A. General Comprehension 
 
 Who is Dennis Nedry? What is he doing / planning to do in this extract?  

Dennis Nedry is a staff member and he was hired by Dodgson to steal embryos and sell 
them.  
 
 
 
 What can you understand regarding the character named Dodgson? Who can he be in the story?  
 

He gave Nedry a million and a half dollars. He wants build another park / zoo.  
 
 Can you recap in a few sentences what is happening in the passage? (No more than 70 words)  

Nedry had planned to drop off the embryos at the east dock and go back quickly to the 
control room but something went wrong. First he got lost because of a storm and then he 
was attacked and killed by a dinosaur. He shut down security systems.  
 

B. Writing techniques: How is suspense created in the passage? 
 

Sentence structures Structure of the passage 

The use of short sentences towards the climax of 
the passage. 

 
 It creates a feeling of rapidity and it accelerates 

the narrative pace.  
 

It makes us read fast, which enhances the 
suspense. 

Some sentences stand out. 
- Except this damned storm.  
- It was coming closer.  
- It was spit.  
- He was blind.  
- The animal was already there.  
- Something big. Something near. A big dinosaur. 

 
o The mono-sentence paragraph used to underline 

that particular sentence, to make it stronger and to 
give it more attention.  

 
It is often very efficient and it makes the reader 
pause right before and after and give it their full 
attention – which is what the author wants.   

Words & Expressions The narrative pace 

o Then a silence. 
 

o Something (when don’t know what it is but we 
assume it must be a dinosaur). 

 
o Something big. 
o Something near. 
 
o The animal was already there. 

 
o “Creepy” 

 
+ all the words referring to sounds. 

o An exciting, fast-paced book makes the reader keep 
turning the pages. 

 
o Pace plays an important role in the narrative. 

Through the correct use of pacing, the writer can 
keep the reader on the edge of his seat and then 
give the same reader a bit of a reprieve when the 
plot becomes tense. 

 
o The short sentences create a feeling of rapidity. The 

author uses short sentences toward the climax of 
the passage.  

 
o Ascending rhythm.  



 

C. Focus on the vocabulary.  
 

Lexical field of pain. (= very violent) 

Smack (repeated) / acid / a sudden excruciating pain / stabbing like spikes / squeezed his eyes 
shut / gasped / intensity / overwhelmed / he dropped to his knees / disoriented / wheezing / 

collapsed / whistles / constant / ever screaming pain / flashing spots of lights / tightly shut 
eyelids /  

 
 
 
 
 

searing / grew worse. 

Words of motion 

 
Dash – scurry – scramble – stumble 

 

 What is the advantage of the English language in this sort of storytelling?  
 
 
 

D. Storytelling and the use of direct, indirect and free indirect speech. 
 

1. Direct speech: 
He sat down on the sofa carelessly. "Why are they asking me to contribute to the project?" he asked. 

2. Indirect speech: 
He sat down on the sofa carelessly and asked himself why they were asking him to contribute to the project. 

3. Free indirect speech: 
He sat down on the sofa carelessly. Why are they asking him to contribute to the project? 

 

 Fill in the grid below by giving examples from the Jurassic Park extract you have just read 



Direct speech  

Indirect speech  

Free indirect 
speech 

 

 


