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CIVIL RIGHTS
Association march,
where British troops
made many arrests

The Civil Rights Movement and the Troubles # 237

With the violence spiralling out of control,
Britain sent the military to contain the threat and run
interference between the Catholics and Protestants.
Initially welcomed by the Catholics, the British
soldiers quickly proved poorly equipped to deal with
the situation, and their heavy handed tactics soon
turned the Catholics against them. This violence
reached its worst point on 30 January 1972, when
British soldiers shot and killed 14 civilians while
attempting to make arrests after a banned march.
The event borrowed a classic name and became known

as ‘Bloody Sunday

After Bloody Sunday, the violence
again escalated, and
the Government
in Westminster,
unimpressed by
the Northern Irish
response, declared
Direct Rule over
Northern Ireland.
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In 1968, the NICRA organised its first march in
Dungannon and gathered 2,500 people in protest.
Unfortunately, neither the IRA nor the RUC would
allow these marches to remain peaceful, and many
future marches quickly turned into riots. Although
the Civil Rights Movement did eventually win some
concessions for Catholics, it also unwittingly helped

spark off the Troubles.
t o (1929-1968) principal
Everyone seems to know what is meant by the Troubles in Northern i leader of the American
reland, but an exact definition is hard to find. Essentially, it refers to the  «+  Civil Rights movement

ongoing violence caused by the friction between Catholic Nationalists
and Irish Unionists in Northern lreland. Although this violence stretches
back for centuries, the start of the Troubles is normally dated to
sometime in the 1960s. As the Civil Rights Movement picked up
speed, the violence escalated, and both sides adopted terrorism as
their main form of political statement. In the major cities, snipers fired
on civilians and people dug tunnels through their houses and yards to
reach shops and schools. Some Catholic areas became ‘no-go’ zones
for police and military, and were often barricaded by the Catholics.
Murder, beatings and gunfire became facts of life.
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Soon, Northern Ireland reverted to a system
where the rule of the gun became more important
than the rule of the law. The IRA became the
defenders of the Catholic population, while the
supposedly neutral Royal Ulster Constabulary

protected Protestant interests.

Despite the continuing violence that made
the country hard to govern, some advancements IRA MURALS
were made, even for the Catholics. During the feature on walls
1940s, Catholics received educational help from the :: Z::;]\il:log:::s
government, thus creating an educated Catholic middle of gelfast
class which came into its own during the 1960s.

During this time, much of the funding for the IRA
came from America, bringing other ideas with it. This
indluded the Civil Rights Movement, led by Martin Luther
King. Seeing a connection between the oppressed blacks
in America and the Catholics of Northern Ireland, a group

of the new Catholic middle class formed the Northern
Ireland Civil Rights Association (NICRA) in 1967. Their
goal was to use peaceful protest to overthrow the religious
injustice inherent in the Northern Irish Government.
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UVF MURAL

The Ulster Volunteer
Force (UVF) was a
Protestant terrorist
force

The Civil Rights Movement
and the Troubles

In an attempt to end the religious discrimination
and associated violence in Northern Ireland,

the Civil Rights Movement became a spark that
unwittingly helped to ignite the Troubles.

When Britain created a separate Northern Irish state
during the Anglo-Irish War, it made no provision to
protect the minority Catholics that made up one third
of the population. Unsurprisingly, the Protestants
who had long suffered as the minority took advantage
of the situation. Using their electoral majority, they
easily passed laws which made state schools essentially
Protestant, even allowing for discrimination
against Catholic teachers. In places where
the Protestants were in the minority, such as
Londonderry, they rigged the electoral system to
get more council housing than Catholics.

At the same time, most Catholics refused to
acknowledge the existence of the state.




