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Thatcher and Taoiseach Garret Fitzgerald. From this
point forward, the United Kingdom and the Republic
of Ireland would work together to find a lasting

solution to the Northern Ireland problem.
While the violence of Northern Ireland continued

through the 1980s, the main driving force, the Irish ‘
Republican Army, was itself becoming an increasingly r ("‘]@P‘f} ’
political entity through its connections to the modern ! i] k5 f = |
incarnation of Sinn Féin. This alliance, along with s i
pressure from Britain and Eire, forced the IRA
to re-examine the validity of its military
campaign. In time, it became clear that

Britain could not be bullied into leaving - {:
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Northern Ireland. Finally, in 1994, the. ..
IRA agreed to lay down its arms in

B
v

order to negotiate a peace.

In 1998, all of the concerned
parties met on Good Friday and
signed the Belfast Agreement.
Although the agreement has faced
challenges, it has stood as the most
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THE GOOD FRIDAY AGREEMENT {

Years of tense multilateral peace talks finally culminated in

the Belfast Agreement, signed by the United Kingdom and the

Republic of Ireland on Good Friday, 10 April 1998. The agreement

contained a number of vitally important statements. First and

foremost, there would be no change to the constitutional status

of Northern Ireland without a majority vote of its citizens. At the

same time, the Republic of Ireland would change its constitution
3 to relinquish its territorial claim over Northern Ireland. Finally,

 linton; lan Paistey all participants in the agreement would henceforth use only

rry Adams and - . - -

h peaceful and democratic methods in the ongoing negotiations.
e Ahen Less than two months later, the agreement was put to a
vote in both Northern Ireland and the Republic. 72 per cent of
the Northern Irish voted for the agreement, while in the south
an incredible 94 per cent of Irish voted in support.

ACE TALKS

ny Blair, Martin
Guinness, David
mble, John Hume,

important step towards peace in Northern Ireland for
the last decade. While occasional acts of violence are

3 still perpetrated in the name of Irish nationalism, the
frequency has dropped dramatically. Today, Northern

Ireland is as safe and prosperous as it has probably
ever been,
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in Sunningdale in late 1973. All of
the major political parties attended
(except the violent extremist

groups, who were not invited). On 9
December 1973, the representatives
signed the Sunningdale Agreement,
which adopted Whitehall’s system
of proportional representation.

Although a new power-sharing executive was briefly GARRET FITZGERALD

established, it soon collapsed due to disagreements and Margaret Thatcher

thi : igned the Anglo-Irish
within several of the parties. signe ngio-iris

Agreement in 1985
Northern Ireland reverted to a state of barely

contained anarchy. From 1977 to 1993 around 100

people died each year in the ongoing Troubles, and
thousands more were subjected to pain, fear and

intimidation. Eventually, Britain realised that it could

not hope to secure peace through unilateral peace talks
with the various Northern Ireland factions. Instead,

Westminster began consulting with the Republic of
Ireland. These talks culminated in the Anglo-Irish

Agreement of 1985, signed by Prime Minister Margaret
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STORMONT OPENED
in 1932 in Belfast.
It is where the
new Northern Irish
Assembly holds

its meetings

{ History of leland

The Good Friday Agreement

welcomed by most of Northern Ireland’s major
political parties, the 1998 Belfast Agreement
between the United Kingdom and the Republic
of Ireland has so far proved to be a major step on
the road to peace in Northern Ireland.

Although ‘Bloody Sunday’ has become an iconic
moment in the Northern Ireland conflict, it was just
one incident in the bloodiest year of the Troubles, a
year that saw nearly 500 people killed in the chaotic
violence which engulfed the state. With Westminster
having imposed Direct Rule over Northern Ireland,
Britain was now desperate to find a way to end the
violence. In October of 1972, the British Secretary of
State, William Whitelaw, proposed a new constitutional
structure that would allow for power sharing among

all of the major political parties in Northern
% Ireland.

Whitelaw’s proposal became the
basis for a peace conference, held
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